
AD HOC COMMITTEE: STATE FOUNDATION

BACKGROUND

At the October 2018 GTM, Colleen asked for a committee to look into how to establish a state foundation. Aldean Kilbourne was the only one who volunteered. When Colleen did her chapter visits to Fairbanks in October, she discussed this concern with BETA chapter and BESF (Beta Foundation) officers and directors. 

Since Maryanne Allan and Eleanor Houts had initiated the foundation process for Beta chapter, and I was in my third year on the Board, Colleen accepted our offer to look into a state foundation. When asked by Colleen, Aldean approved letting us take care of it. 

At the same time, an anonymous donor had money to give DKG AK, by December 2018, as long as it was earmarked for travel or convention expenses. Because a State Foundation couldn’t be put together that fast, BESF agreed to change its Bylaws.

Under Purposes:

· Money may be disbursed to members for expenses incurred to attend State, NW Regional, or International DKG conventions or conferences.  
· No money shall be dispersed to members for any reason other than that listed in Article II, b. 
Under Finances:

· A line-item (MEETINGS) shall be established in the budget specifically for expenses incurred to attend State, NW Regional, or International DKG conventions or conferences.
INTENT

These changes to BESF were to be an interim solution to financing state and International educational opportunities for members who might otherwise not be able to attend the meetings. BESF would surrender the line-item balance to the state foundation, once it was established, after a vote by the state membership in 2019.  

WHAT WE HAVE

BESF created a MEETINGS line-item to oversee conference travel by state members. We established an informational sheet as part of a two-page Conference Scholarship Application. It was approved by Colleen and published in the January Nuggets, with a deadline of March 15, 2019. There were no applicants. 

FUTURE NEEDS

Basically, DKG AK must determine if they want to pursue establishing a state foundation. A vote needs to be taken at GTM, April 2019. If passed:

· Need a state business license, $50.00
· Need a Federal EIN number, $400.00
· Use on-line applications. Turn-around time is less than a month. 
· Need additions to state bylaws allowing the foundation
· Need Foundation board of directors and bylaws (similar to BESF)
MOTION REQUIRING VOTE

The committee moves that DKG AK approve forming a state foundation and establishing a committee to put it in place by December 2019. 

Rationale:

· Members can use the fund for educational scholarships to gain leadership training.
· Members who receive assistance are more apt to travel to conferences and thus return with valuable information that will not only help them personally, but also help in the leadership of their chapter and state.
· DKG AK’s leadership core is on the older side. Stipends will encourage new members to get involved more quickly and keep DKG AK vibrant.
· The foundation can be a 501-c3 entity that allows tax deductions for people under certain circumstances.
·  There are numerous organizations that give money to non-profits such as Amazon Smile, Easy Biz, GVEA, Charity Walk, Fred Meyer. Members have another opportunity for Pick-Click-Give. 
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