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AK STATE FOUNDATION 

Anchorage Area Council 
Submitted by Cherilyn Ansley 

 
The Anchorage Area Council consists of the DKG 
chapters in the Anchorage area. Members from Eta, 
Nu, and Zeta meet to discuss items of interest to all 
chapters in our area. We also oversee the 
Mini-Project Awards and Breakfast, Founder’s Day 
recognition, Bunko Night, and the Golden Apple 
awards for our area. 
 
Attendance is open to any member from the 
Anchorage area.  
 

2019-2020 Officers: 
President - Cherilyn Ansley, Zeta 
Vice President - Nicole Ullman, Zeta 
Treasurer - Judy Ireton, Eta 
Secretary - Gretchen VanHove, Eta 

 
Meeting Dates: 

● November 16, 2019, 9:30 am, Denise Ray, hostess 
● January 11, 2020, 9:30 am, Nicole Ullman hostess 
● May 4, 2020, 7:00 pm, TBD, hostess 
● August 10, 2020, 7:00 pm, Cherilyn Ansley, 

hostess 
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IOTA 

Highlighting and Appreciating 
Submitted By Toby Campbell 

 
It is sometimes tricky, during these tumultuous times 
with our current political and financial difficulties, to 
remember that all of the on-going amazing happenings 
created by our teachers and administrators are STILL 
going on in our schools! All of the wonderful projects 
and programs created for our students in order for them 
to be successful in their academics (including literacy, 
math, science, social studies, the arts, and technology) as 
well as their social/emotional lives, can easily be 
overlooked. 
 
So, during American Education Week, November 18-22, 
the Sitka DKG IOTA members wanted to honor and 
appreciate publicly all of the different schools in our 
school district. Members of our chapter went to each of 
the schools (Baranof Elementary, Keet Gooshi Heen, 
Blatchley Middle, Pacific High School, Sitka High 
School, and Mt. Edgecumbe High School) to interview 
teachers and administrators to find out about projects 
and programs currently happening in order to highlight 
them and let our community know more about them!  
These interviews were highly informative AND the 
process was extremely enjoyable and enlightening.  
 
In response to our articles in the Sitka Daily Sentinel 
newspaper throughout the week, we received very 
positive feedback from community members, as well as 
board members.  
 

During this giving time of year, in order to show our 
appreciation to all of the educational institutions, 
educators, and support staff in our community, 
individual IOTA members baked over 500 cookies, 
gathered to plate them up, and deliver these beautiful 
platters of delicious treats to each of the schools in our 
school district, also Mt. Edgecumbe High School, 
University of Alaska SE, the District Office, 
Maintenance, the School Board, and the Sitka Sound 
Science Center. We wanted to let them know, with these 
sweet treats, that ALL of their efforts to educate our 
students are hugely appreciated!  
 
BETA 

 
Cinde’s visit to Beta chapter in Fairbanks last 
month. It was wonderful to visit with them! 
 
ETA 

CONGRATULATIONS! 
Submitted by Judy Kern and Gretchen Van Hove 

 

 
Tammy Duff, a member of ETA,is fulfilling her first 
year as a principal in the Anchorage School District. 
 
She was chosen by ASD as the “Success of Anchorage 
Educator” for a week in September 2019.  She believes 
in the success of her students. 
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Tammy joined ETA in the Spring of 2017.  At this time, 
she is co-chair of the membership committee and ETA’s 
1st Vice President.  We are proud of her! 
 
OMNICROM 
 

Busy Hands, Good Hearts 
Submitted By Amy Budge 

Homer Omicron Chapter met 
on December 2, 2019 to 
make 65 wreathes for the 
Senior Citizen Center doors. 
This is our third year, and it 
is a project that brings such 
smiles on the faces of the 
residents.  

 

We also tried a different gift exchange using Christmas 
socks.  It was so much fun and very festive.  

We are always thankful to be meeting at West Homer 
Elementary when the roads are snowy.  It is always 
accessible for all our members.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

THETA 

Theta Supports Youth and Teachers 

Respectfully submitted by Tanya O’Brien with 
friendly help from Marlin Collins  

In order to enlarge our membership, we have put 
together some excellent informative programs, some 
social events, and programs that combine both.  
 
At our September 4 meeting, we initiated Liz Kane, an 
active teacher, who teaches first grade and has worked as 
an educator for fifteen years. She is involved with the 
Nordic Ski Club and other organizations. At our second 
meeting, we invited several prospective new guests and 
although only one could attend, she has agreed to join. 
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She is a coach-teacher at a Middle School and has much 
to offer our group.  She seemed very comfortable with 
us. 

Theta Chapter had eleven scholarship recipients of 
$1,000 each for 2019-2020. We also awarded many 
mini-grants to teachers who some may be possible 
future members.  

We are visible in our community, Theta chapter 
supports Fairbanks Youth Advocates “The Door” 
which had their annual sleep overnight. A few of us 
participated in this fundraiser. We invited one of 
our legislators Steve Thompson, who gave an 
informative presentation about the Alaska 
Permanent Fund, principal of the fund, interest, and 
projects the state provides from the interest on the 
principal. Many of our questions were answered by 
Mr. Thompson. He also learned from us about what 
Delta Kappa Gamma stands for and all we do in our 
community. 

Our Projects include: 

1. This is Theta’s 42nd year to supply school bus 
signs for all the First Student buses, so children can 
easily identify their buses. 

2. Mini-Grants for Educators - Classroom teacher’s 
apply for a proposal for supplementing their 
teaching/activities up to $500. In February and 
March, we ask the Teachers receiving the 
Mini-Grants to present what they did.  

3. "Time for Rhyme” 1,000 cards for the free 
Nursery Rhyme Books were given to the Hospital 
Women’s Center in July.  Many books were taken 
to the Noel Wien Library for distribution in June. 
We have started and continue to update our rules to 
fall in line with International’s recommendations. 

We were honored to have our State President, 
Cynde Hill with us on September 13. We had a 

good time meeting her, and listening to what she is 
interested in moving DKG Alaska forward. 

ZETA 

Zeta Gives Back 
Submitted by Abby O’Neill 

 
In 2019, the Zeta chapter of DKG has been hard at 
work providing support for educators and help for 
those in need. We have been learning more about 
community groups that are providing great things 
for others and finding ways to offer our support.  
We toured the Providence Hospital NICU and 
learned so much about the educational elements that 
went into planning such an amazing area of the 
hospital. It was a great reminder that we are not the 
only educators in this world as we read notes 
around the room explaining to parents why sound 
and light are kept to a minimum, and at what stages 
of brain development their child may be in and how 
to offer the most comfort and care.  
 

“1 in 10 babies are born prematurely worldwide.” 
 
The unit was designed with each developmental 
stage and hurdle that these brave little NICU babies 
are going through. The staff there want to 
encourage families through their tough times as 
well as educate them on how to care for such a 
small preemie as they develop.  
 

4 



 
We provided and served breakfast to the staff and 
families of the NICU and look forward to doing the 
same in 2020.  
 
Another great project that DKG Zeta completed was 
the decorations for the annual mini-grant breakfast. 

The ladies gathered to paint wooden signs that were 
then auctioned off at the breakfast. It was great to 
see so many mini-grants given to further education 
in the areas of reading, mindfulness and 
self-regulation as well as growth mindset.  
 

 

Zeta continues to collect toiletry items, gloves and 
gift cards for both AWAIC and the Covenant House  
that provides housing and supportive services to 
youth facing homelessness.   

 
ZETA MEMBERS ATTEND AND SUPPORT  

2019 AWAIC GALA  

 
This year, ten members attended the AWAIC gala to 
offer their support for all that AWAIC does to provide 
for abused women and their children throughout 
Anchorage.  
 
Five Zeta members plunged into icy waters of 
Goose Lake raising about $1800 for Special 
Olympics in their annual  polar plunge. 

 
 
Zeta is proud to be celebrating another great year 
and we are looking forward to an even more 
successful 2020.  
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DO YOU HAVE THE DKG APP? 
 

 
 Over a year ago, our app was greatly improved.  This app will quickly become your 
“go-to” source for information from International. 
 
DOWNLOAD AND LOG IN INSTRUCTIONS 
 
First, delete the old app if you have it. 
 
The new app is free to download and is password protected.  
 
iPhone and iPad users 

In Apple App Store, Search: “DKG 365” or “Delta Kappa Gamma"  
 

Android users 
In Google Play Store, Search: “DKG 365” or “Delta Kappa Gamma"  
 

Blackberry, Windows, laptops 
Go to this address, https://dkg.gatherdigital.com 
 
Log in using the email address DKG has on file for you, then push the  
'Request Password' button. Soon, you'll receive an email to establish a password.  
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SCHOLARSHIPS 
CELEBRATING PEACHES! 

Submitted by Tanya O’Brien 
 

We have a recipient for our 2019 - 2020 Alaska State Scholarship Award. 
Her accomplishments and her leadership qualities along with the 
determination to go back to college after 20 years, makes me happy to 
recommend Naona “Peaches” Wallin, from Epsilon Chapter, Ketchikan, for this 
scholarship. 
 
Her photography “Galatic Lava Glow” and “Settlers Cove Lights” entries have 
been accepted into the DKG Gallery of Fine Arts.  

 
 
Peaches work 
will be displayed on the Gallery for six months, after 
which it will be archived for another six months. 
Peaches is the current President of Epsilon Chapter. As 
a fairly new member, she jumped right up to assume 
responsibility and leadership of her chapter. She is 
described as most deserving and we know the State 
Delta Kappa Gamma Scholarship recognizes excellence 
in teaching and strives to help recipients further their 
professional goals in the field of education. Peaches is 

an excellent candidate for this award! 

"Its hard to find the words to express my gratitude for 

being chosen to receive the DKG -AK State Scholarship. ! 

Life is complicated and I never imagined I’d get the 

opportunity to return to college. This would not be possible 

with out the amazing women who make up DKG! Thank 

you for making my dream of returning to college a reality!" 

- Peaches Wallin 
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BETA GAMMA STATE ACHIEVEMENT AWARD  

 
ATTENTION ALL MEMBERS!! 

Beta Gamma State Achievement Award 
APPLICATIONS DUE by MARCH 31, 2020  

Submitted by Cherilyn Ansley 
 

We have many outstanding members who deserve to be recognized for their efforts on 
behalf of DKG.  Think of that person you always turn to in matters of DKG.  Have 
they received the achievement award yet?  Not sure? Just email me:  
richransley@gci.net , and I'll let you know.  
 
If they haven't received the award before, please consider nominating them this year. 
The application form is on the State website at: 
www.dkgalaska.org/achievement-award.html  
and also published in full at the end of this newsletter.  
 
The reward for that individual is an honor amongst her peers and will wear the coveted 
gold emblem necklace.  Deadline is March 31, 2020 - submission details at bottom of 
application.  Thanks for considering and taking action. 
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COME ONE COME ALL!  
BETA TRAVEL SCHOLARSHIPS AVAILABLE! 

Submitted by Claudia Hall 
 

 

 
BESF Conference Scholarship Information  
The purpose of the scholarship is to encourage leadership training and 
involvement in DKG. Beta Chapter will offer Conference Scholarships in the 
amount of $500 to members of DKG AK State. Amounts will be for DKG 
conferences only, with the expectation that attendees with return to share 
information that will enrich and revitalize their chapters. 

The Process of Applying for the BESF Conference Scholarship 
● Application found on-line at betafoundation.weebly.com 

or below, in this edition of The Nuggets  
● Applications must be received by midnight, 2/15/ 2020  
● Mail completed form to BESF Conference Scholarship Committee 

c/o Judy Tolbert  
3032 Riverview Dr.  

Fairbanks, AK 99709  
OR email: Judy Tolbert at jmtolbert@alaska.edu 

The Process of Awarding the BESF Conference Scholarship  
● Awards will be determined by the BESF executive board. 
● Scholarship applicants shall be notified as soon as possible, following the 

selection.  
● Recipients are expected to report back to their local chapter about their 

experience and are encouraged to write an article for The Nuggets.  
● Priority will be given to first-time conference attendees.  

REMEMBER   . . .  Application Deadline is Midnight, February 15, 2020 
 

(Printable Application Form Link - located in “FORMS” Section on the last page of the newsletter.) 
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PERSONAL - Name _________________________________________ Date________________ 

Permanent Mailing Address ______________________________________________________ 

Preferred Phone Contact ____________________________________ 

Email ____________________________________________________ 

Current DKG Chapter________________________ Years of DKG Membership_______________ 

Your involvement in DKG, including attendance at other DKG conferences and conventions:  

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

Conference you wish to attend:  

Name ________________________________________________________________________ 

Location ______________________________________________________________________ 

Dates ________________________________________________________________________ 

SUBMIT this application form to: 

Judy Tolbert  

3032 Riverview Drive  

Fairbanks, AK 99709 

Or Email:  Judy Tolbert at jmtolbert@alaska.edu  

Must be received by February 15, 2020 
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GOLDEN APPLE AWARD  

Submitted by Laurie Keene and Cherilyn Ansley 

This spring, the Anchorage Delta Kappa Gamma 
Society chapters would like to present the annual 
Golden Apple Award to outstanding educators in 
the Anchorage and Eagle River area. 

Please consult the DKG members that you know 
and choose one or more worthy recipients for the award. Golden Apple Criteria 
includes the following: 

● A Delta Kappa Gamma member shall recommend recipient. 
● Recipient should display dedication, achievement, and service to education for 

at least 3 years. 
● Recipient should be actively involved in an education-related position. 
● Recipient should not have previously received this award.  (Check out 

“Golden Apple” on our State website to find lists of former recipients.) 
● Recipient may be a member of Delta Kappa Gamma, with priority going to 

nonmembers. 
● There may be more than one recipient from each school site or location, a 

recipient does not need to be an educator with the Anchorage School District, 
a recipient can be an educator from a different location i.e. University, private 
pre-school, gym etc. 

Submission deadline of your selected recipient is May 1, 2020.  

You will then receive the Golden Apple pin and certificate to present to her/him at 
the end of the year staff meeting or other appropriate event.  

Of course, you could send in the name of your chosen recipient/s today and honor 
them before the end of a busy school year.   Please email the recipient’s name 
to:supermom@gci.net (aka Laurie Keene) 
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ALASKA STATE LEADERSHIP CONFERENCE 

 
Alaska State Organization Standing Rules Amendment  

Submitted by Rules Committee 
 

Proposed change to DKG Alaska Standing Rules E, #3,  
Which now reads: 
        Each state committee chair will receive a fifty-dollar ($50.00) stipend for attending the State Leadership 
Convention. 
 
1.    Be amended by adding wording as follows: 
and Nuggets Editor, State Historian, and State Webmaster 
 
2.    If adopted would read: (changes indicated by underlining) 
Standing Rule E. #3 Each state committee chair and Nuggets Editor, State Historian, and State Webmaster will 
receive a fifty-dollar ($50.00) stipend for attending the State Leadership Convention. 
 
3.     Rationale for change: 
        Although these three positions fall under the umbrella of the Communications Committee, their 
responsibilities are individualized and specific to State needs. The editor, historian, and webmaster have 
ongoing duties throughout the biennium, independent of other duties as assigned in the Communications 
Committee. Therefore, it is recommended that they also receive a stipend for attending the State Leadership 
Convention. 
  
     4.  Fiscal impact: 
        This will increase the State Leadership Training Committee Chairs Stipends expenditure by an additional 
$150.00 per biennium. 
 
Submitted by: Cherilyn Ansley, State Finance Chair 
On behalf of State Finance Committee  
The Rules Committee approved this amendment for submission to the 2020 Spring, Alaska State Executive 
Board Meeting. If approved by (2/3) vote, the amendment will be submitted to the Leadership Convention for 
final approval.  
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2020 INTERNATIONAL CONVENTION* 
 

 

Philadelphia, PA 

July 7-11, 2020 
 

DKG INTERNATIONAL CONVENTION 2020 LINK 
 
 

 
 
FORM LINKS 
 

Beta Gamma State Achievement Award Form Link 
 

BESF CONFERENCE SCHOLARSHIP APPLICATION Form Link  
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