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INTERNATIONAL CONVENTION 2015, REGINA, SASKATCHEWAN 

Louise Lafrance, Royal Canadian Mounted Police 
Assistant Commissioner and Commanding Officer, 
RCMP Depot Division, spoke on the topic, Women 
Who Serve and Protect. 

 Her Honour the Honourable Vaughn Solomon 
Schofield, Lieutenant Governor of Saskatchewan (the 

one in the back being lead in by RCMP). shared 
insights about education challenges faced by students 

who live in the northern regions of Saskatchewan. 

Lyn Schmid, DKG International 
President, spoke to us. 

His Worship Michael 
Fougere, Mayor of 
Regina, gave us a 
Welcome to Regina 
speech and honoured 
DKG by signing a 
Proclamation that July 
27-Aug. 1, 2015 
recognized DKG 
International Society for 
Key Women Educators!

http://www.dkg-ak.org
http://www.dkg-ak.org
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The Honourable Dr. Lillian Eva Quan Dyck, Canadian Senator from 
Saskatchewan. Her topic was on Personal Reflections on the Power of Education. 
She is a member of the Gordon First Nation in Saskatchewan, and a first 
generation Chinese Canadian and well-known advocate for women and 
Aboriginals and is a role model in Canada's scientific community. 

Beta Gamma 
State Attendees: 
Gayle 
Hammons, 
Marlin Collins, 
Daphne 
Hofschulte, Judy 
Ireton, Judy 
Jasperson, Geri 
Benshoof, 
Maryanne Allan

  Julie 
MacRae, Deputy 

Minister of 
Education for 

Saskatchewan, 
spoke on 

Paradoxes and 
Possibilities: 

Building 
Necessary 

Futures from 
Yesterday's 

School. 

bagpipe introduction of Mayor Michael 
Fougere and Lieutenant Governor Schofield 
assured us we had a great deal more ahead. 
Influential women offered powerful messages. 
The RCMP Commanding Officer gave the 
welcome speech at Saskatchewan Night and 
she and two Mounties remained for pictures. 
Throughout the week other key-note speakers 
included the Artistic Director and CEO of the 
Globe Theatre, Ruth Smilie; the Deputy 
Minister of Education, Julie McRae; a member 
of the Gordon First Nation and a first 
generation Chinese-Canadian, Senator Dyke; 
and DKG International President, Lyn Schmid.  

The Canadian and U.S. members each attended 
their own Forums Thursday morning. During

Seven from Alaska attended NW Regional 
Participation by our Beta Gamma members was 
far reaching: We learned/taught, wined/dined, 
laughed/sang, walked/talked, explored/enjoyed, 
right in the hotel, so we couldn’t resist! With 
only two Saskatchewan chapters, others from 
the NW region pitched in to help in small ways. 
Alaskan members were among those who 
introduced speakers, led workshops, and 
worked at the Info-fair. Daphne also continued 
the tradition of singing in the chorus, which 
was an open call to all in attendance. After only 
two or three practice sessions, the chorus 
performed several delightful songs at the 
closing banquet. 

Each regional conference is unique and the
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this two-hour session, we heard another RCMP 
representative discuss human trafficking 
concerns from an international perspective. It 
was a powerful message and stimulated many 
member comments. We also had the 
opportunity to determine the topics we want 
addressed at the U. S. Forum seminar in 
Washington D.C.  Any DKG member can 
attend in March, 2016. 
5-9-7! These numbers represent the breakout 
sessions, the average workshops per session, 
and the Alaskan delegates able to attend them. 
We divided and conquered! Topics addressed 
the Seven Purposes of DKG, and allowed for 
the diversity of interests of the 300 women in 
attendance: leadership, literature, meetings, 
volunteerism, fundraising, state and chapter 
projects, publications, current research, 
membership, finance, classroom ideas . . . there 
was something for everyone.  
Dr. Phyllis VanBuren, NW Regional Director 
(and the International representative to our ETA 
Convention in 2015), the Conference Steering 
Committee and all the “Worker Bees” of 
Saskatchewan should be proud of their 
accomplishment. It truly was a conference we’ll 
remember and talk about into the future. 

President Judy’s Musings 

First, let me thank everyone for the wonderful 
experience of the past biennium, and let you 
know that I’m eagerly looking forward to the 
next biennium with added enthusiasm. I keep 
thinking it will go better because I know more. 
At the least, I’m more familiar with the duties 
of the job now than I was in 2013! 
We had a terrific slate of officers, committee 
chairs, and committee members last biennium. I 
was happy to see most of you at the Eta hosted, 
2014 AK State convention in Anchorage, to

thank you in person for serving with me. I’m 
glad your sisters could join me in applauding 
your diligence over the past two years. DKG 
works because we all work together. 
I’m thankful to say that members continue to 
support AK State and have said “Yes!” to my 
call to serve as officers and/or on this 
biennium’s committees. Please note the list 
includes past state presidents who also serve on 
the executive board. The list is also on our 
website with more email addresses if you need 
them. There are a few areas where we can use 
still use some help, so please consider being on 
a committee. 
After attending training at our NW Regional 
Conference in Regina, I’m ready for a 
“FASCINATING” biennium! Are you? Plan 
now to rejuvenate yourselves and spread your 
positive energy to every member of your 
chapter. Attend meetings, be informed about 
issues or concerns, focus on the work at hand to 
reach smooth conclusions, and quickly follow 
through on decisions you make. 
Once the business is complete . . . continue to 
enjoy each other during the planned program 
and over an extended, unrushed fifteen minutes 
together. Find other times to socialize, too! A 
couple of weeks after your scheduled meeting, 
suggest an early morning Saturday coffee or a 
mid-week dinner at a local eatery on your way 
home. Beta Chapter has ladies who gather for 
knitting at a local yarn shop on Sunday 
afternoons. Whatever works for your group, 
find ways to get together more often than at 
your monthly meetings. Remember . . you can 
invite guests to these other functions and 
introduce some potential new members.  
Whatever works for you and your chapter, we 
want to spread the work and play of DKG in 
Alaska. Have a wonderful next few months and 
I’ll report in January from “Down Under!”
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From JJ - What’s in a 
Theme?  
As incoming president, last 
biennium, I was told I 
needed a theme. Since Beta 
chapter was hosting the 
2013 Convention, I decided 
to continue what we’d 
chosen, and went with 
“Teaching Minds, Touching 
Hearts.” After all, that’s 
exactly what educators do. 
I wondered if I should 
continue that theme into this 
second biennium, change it 
up a little, or come up with 
something new and 
different? Then I attended 
our presidents’ training in 
Regina. We were told that 
sometimes themes get in the 
way. There is an 
International theme, a 

Regional theme, a State theme, and a Chapter 
theme. 
Which one should we follow? How can we get 
them to blend together and be cohesive? The 
Regional directors met and decided to claim Dr. 
Schmid’s international theme as their own. All 
five regions adhere to 85 Years and Beyond: 
Advancing Key Women Educators for Life! 
At our training, the state and province leaders 
were then encouraged to choose a theme that tied 
in with this one. I considered taking words from it 
to enhance our previous state theme. Then I 
decided the “Beyond” and “Advancing for Life” 
are implied! I am hopeful that “Teaching Minds, 
Touching Hearts” will continue to inspire us this 
biennium. We can apply those words not only to 
our members, but also to other Key Women 
Educators whom we’d like to have become 
members, and to anyone with whom we interact. 

ALASAK BETA GAMMA STATE 
OFFICERS 
2015-2017 

President: Judy Jasperson 
dkgjasperson@gmail.com 
First Vice President: Helen Gonion 
ballaten@yahoo.com  
Second Vice President: Amy Budge 
abudge@xyz.net 
Recording Secretary: Cherilyn Ansley 
richardansley@gci.net  
Treasurer: Joan Lower 
joan@alaska.net 

Related Personnel 

Parliamentarian:  Geri Benshoof 
geribenshoof@aol.com 

Nuggets Editor:  Aldean Kilbourn 
akilbourn@gci.net 

COMMITTEES 
Communications Chair Monica Stockburger  
Comm Editor Aldean Kilbourn 
Comm Historian Judy Ireton 
Comm Webmaster Maryanne Allan 
Education Excellence Chair Claudia Hall 
Ed Ex Member (We need three of you!) 
Ed Ex Member  
Ed Ex Member  
Expansion and Membership Chair Amy Budge 
Exp and Mem Member Gayle Hammons 
Exp and Mem Member Dianne Coursey 
Exp and Mem Member Judi Westfall 
Finance Chair Cherilyn Ansley  
Finance Mem Cynde Hill  
Finance Mem Judy Kern 
Leadership Chair Daphne Hofschulte  
Leader Ed Ex Claudia Hall  
Leader Exp and Mem Amy Budge  
Leader Treas Joan Lower 
Nominations Chair Aldean Kilbourn  
Nominations member (we need you!) 
Nominations Member Margo Henrie 
Rules Chair Barbara Sell  
Rules Member Gretchen Van Hove  
Rules Member (We need you!) 
Scholarship Chair Tanya O'Brien  
Scholar Member Mary Ann Curtis  
Scholar Member Cheryl Stromme 

mailto:dkgjasperson@gmail.com
mailto:ballaten@yahoo.com
mailto:abudge@xyz.net
mailto:richardansley@gci.net
mailto:joan@alaska.net
mailto:geribenshoof@aol.com?subject=
mailto:akilbourn@gci.net
mailto:dkgjasperson@gmail.com
mailto:ballaten@yahoo.com
mailto:abudge@xyz.net
mailto:richardansley@gci.net
mailto:joan@alaska.net
mailto:geribenshoof@aol.com?subject=
mailto:akilbourn@gci.net
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PLANS FOR ALASKA STATE DKG 
Do you know we have a PLAN? We do, and 
it’s STRATEGIC! Renewed at our April 2013 
state convention, the points remain as current 
now as they were then. Please take a minute to 
review what we want for our state. Then hop on 
the “Teaching Minds, Touching Hearts” wagon 
and see what you can do THIS biennium to 
ACT on this plan in your chapter and our state.  

I. Membership 
Goal #1: To broaden the membership base  
• Invite educators representing varying cultures 
and educational disciplines as well as younger 
members 
Goal #2: To retain members 
• Maintain current membership levels across 
the membership base 
Goal #3: To encourage active membership 
• Use new orientation materials with all 
prospective members 
• Use re-orientation materials from the 
International Web Site with all current members 
Goal #4: To continue the recognition of long-
term members (25 years and up) 

II. Communication/Publication - 
Goal #1: To continue to provide information 
through the “Nuggets” electronically with each 
chapter responsible for printing copies for 
members as needed 
Goal #2: To continue to provide information 
through the state web site and through 
electronic information from the state president 
to chapter presidents who will 
disseminate information to chapter members 
Goal #3: To continue to publish the State 
Directory on the state web site with secure 
access only 
Goal #4: Utilize Go-to-Meeting and other 
technology to facilitate communication with the 
State Executive Board and State Committees 

III. Marketing (formerly Public Relations) - 

Literacy Project when one is selected by the 
State Executive Board 

V. Society Structure 
Goal #1: To become familiar with Society 
structure as established in the International 
documents 
• Review the new International Constitution and 
Standing Rules 
• Review and update the Beta Gamma State 
Constitution, Standing Rules, and Committee 
Structure 

VI. Society Purpose 
Goal #1: To maintain an awareness of the 
Society purposes through chapter programs, 
ceremonies, and activities

L e t ‘ s   G o   W e b – H u n t i n g   ! 

To play this game, you will need to visit our 
state website. Go to www.dkgalaska.org 
If you want to have your name in the hat for a 
prize, respond to President Judy by November 
15. Otherwise, stay tuned for the answers in 
the January 2016 Nuggets. 

 Find the application for a DKG 
Scholarship where Tanya O’Brian is the 
contact person. 

 Find the meaning behind President 
Lyn’s Biennium Theme—85 Years and 
Beyond: Advancing Key Women Educators for 
Life (Hint, Arizona state president, Joye, 
talked about it in the AZ Sahuaro newsletter, 
Sept./Oct. 2015 edition. You’ll need to click 
onto International to find it!) 
 What do these Alaska chapter members 
have in common? 

Dianne Coursey  Jeanne Fiske 
Daphne Hofshulte Judy Ireton 
Eleanor Houts  Kati Rogness 
Gayle Hammons  Mary Ann Curtis 
Geri Benshoof  Sarajustine Black 

http://www.dkgalaska.org
http://www.dkgalaska.org
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ALASKA CHAPTER PRESIDENTS 
2014 - 2016 

Angela Pirtle,  Iota SIT   pirtlea@sitkaschools.org 

Barbara Kovarik Nu EGR   bp_kovarik@msn.com 

Bonnie Roberts, Beta FAI   bonnieandtom@gci.net 

Sandy Buhite, Theta FAI   tsbuhite@ptialaska.net 

Denise Hearn, Epsilon KTN  denise.hearn@kgbsd.org 

Emily Earns, Kappa MAT   emily.earns@matsuk12.us 

Gara Cesefske, Epsilon KTN gara_cesefske@hotmail.com 

Jo Ann Bantz, Delta ANC   bantz@mooseak.com 

Judi Westfall, Zeta ANC  westfall_judi@asdk12.org 

Judy Kern, Eta ANC   kernj@gci.net 

Judy Tolbert, Beta FAI   jmtolbert@alaska.edu 

Kathy Adamich, Nu EGR   adamich_kathy@asdk12.org 

Rebecca Paul, Omicron HOM   rpaul2@kpbsd.k12.ak.us 

ADVANCE PERSONAL AND PROFESSIONAL GROWTH THROUGH SCHOLARSHIPS 

As many as 30 scholarships are awarded each year by DKG International to 
members pursuing advance degrees. Scholarships for those seeking graduate studies are $6,000 and 
a doctorate is $10,000. Scholarships also exist for leadership training. 

https://www.dkg.org/sites/default/files/files-for-download/Brochure_Scholarship_0.pdf 

https://www.dkg.org/content/2016-international-scholarship-application-form

BREAKOUT SESSION PROPOSALS REQUESTED 
Share your talents and knowledge at the 2016 International Convention in Nashville, Tennessee, by 
applying to be a Breakout Session Presenter. Speakers will be sought to address specific content for 
one of four strands: Communications/Technology; Educational Excellence; Empowering Women; 
and Global Awareness. 

Breakout Session Proposal forms are available now at 
https://www.dkg.org/category/events/conventions 
The postmark/electronic submission deadline is Feb. 1, 2016. Return completed forms to Dr. Lyn 
Schmid (lynns@dkg.org) or to Society headquarters: The Delta Kappa Gamma Society International 
at PO Box 1589, Austin, TX 78767-1589. 

Social media users: Begin to follow plans and events at  
#dkgcon 
#DKGNashville2016 
#DKGtakesNashville 

https://www.dkg.org/category/events/conventions
mailto:pirtlea@sitkaschools.org
mailto:bp_kovarik@msn.com
mailto:bonnieandtom@gci.net
mailto:tsbuhite@ptialaska.net
mailto:denise.hearn@kgbsd.org
mailto:emily.earns@matsuk12.us
mailto:gara_cesefske@hotmail.com
mailto:bantz@mooseak.com
mailto:westfall_judi@asdk12.org
mailto:kernj@gci.net
mailto:jmtolbert@alaska.edu
mailto:adamich_kathy@asdk12.org
mailto:rpaul2@kpbsd.k12.ak.us
https://www.dkg.org/sites/default/files/files-for-download/Brochure_Scholarship_0.pdf
https://www.dkg.org/content/2016-international-scholarship-application-form
mailto:pirtlea@sitkaschools.org
mailto:bp_kovarik@msn.com
mailto:bonnieandtom@gci.net
mailto:tsbuhite@ptialaska.net
mailto:denise.hearn@kgbsd.org
mailto:emily.earns@matsuk12.us
mailto:gara_cesefske@hotmail.com
mailto:bantz@mooseak.com
mailto:westfall_judi@asdk12.org
mailto:kernj@gci.net
mailto:jmtolbert@alaska.edu
mailto:adamich_kathy@asdk12.org
mailto:rpaul2@kpbsd.k12.ak.us
https://www.dkg.org/sites/default/files/files-for-download/Brochure_Scholarship_0.pdf
https://www.dkg.org/content/2016-international-scholarship-application-form
https://www.dkg.org/category/events/conventions
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THETA CHAPTER NEWS 
Theta chapter sisters have participated in three 
different tours since May:  the new North Pole 
Library, the Chief Issac Andrew Health Center, 
and The Folk School Fairbanks. 
 The North Pole Library, a branch of the 
FNSB Public Libraries that opened in 1974, 
opened its new facility in late 2014. Located 
across from North Pole High School on 9 acres, 
Bettisworth North designed the library to serve 
the community well into the future. The 18,000 
square foot library is three times the size of the 
old one, with 25% of the shelf space empty, 
because it's designed to accommodate growth. 
At the entrance, the interactive piece of metal 
art by Fairbanks artist Mark Fejes operates like 
a book. There's an adjoining multipurpose room 
off to the side of the lobby that can seat 80 and 
equipped with video teleconferencing 
equipment. Continuing inside, we saw self-
check in and check-out kiosks, wi-fi 

connectivity throughout, a childrens' and pre-
teens' room, an awesome teen room, and a 
fireplace area with seating to curl up and read. 
Outside solar panels help with electricity costs, 
there's an enclosed family friendly garden area, 
a half-mile walking course, and areas for things 
like dog obedience classes. After the tour, we 
had lunch in North Pole at the Pagoda,

a Chinese restaurant.
 Walking into the Chief Andrew Isaac 
Health Center is almost like walking into a 

village on the Koyukuk, Tanana or Yukon rivers. 
An upright gas fireplace sits off to the right side. 
A tile “seasonal round” is built into the middle of 
the floor, with the 12 months spelled out in 
different Native dialects and with different 
Native activities, such as moose hunting, whaling 
season, trapping and berry picking, listed under 
their respective months. The front face of the 
main reception desk, as well as the desks in each 
department in the health center, have the 
appearance of a stacked wood pile. Birch logs — 
treated so they won’t dry or rot — are stacked 
neatly below each desk. The artwork in shadow 
boxes and on the walls throughout the building is 
stunning.The Center provides comprehensive 
outpatient services to Indian Health Service 
beneficiaries in the Interior of Alaska. 
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instrument instruction, mask making, 
pottery, drum making, herbal medicine, 
creative writing, calligraphy, chaga 
harvesting and uses, tinsmithing, Week on 
the River, and Week in the Woods—an 

amazing variety of learning adventures! 
Serving 
ages 4 
up to 
80, 
classes 
range 
from 
one 
time, to 
a week 
long, to 
several 
summer weekends, and are open to anyone

 Theta chapter had our monthly meeting in 
one of the conference rooms, then toured the 
building before returning for tasty snacks. 
 Originally in volunteers' homes, then in the 
Al and Norma Larsen home off Miller Hill, The 
Folk School Fairbanks 
is now operating out of 
a beautiful home rented 
from Jennifer and Bill 
Kilgore off Bonanza 
Trail in Goldstream 
Valley. The Folk School 
is a group of industrious 
Alaskans who volunteer 
to teach classes focusing on traditional skills such as 
woodworking, blacksmithing, knife making and 
knitting. Other offerings include fiddling, mycology 
(learning about local Interior fungi), philosophy, 
canine massage, songbirds of the Interior, book 
binding and printing, boat building, cooking, music
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ETA CHAPTER NEWS 

Meet Gretchen Van Hove, 
a long time member of 
Eta Chapter in 
Anchorage. Gretchen 
joined Delta Kappa 
Gamma in Texas, then 
moved to Alaska where 

she joined Eta Chapter. Gretchen taught 
classroom music in Illinois, Texas and 
Alaska. After 40 years of teaching in those 
states, Gretchen retired from the Anchorage 
School District in 2007. Gretchen has held 
the offices of corresponding secretary and 
Eta President for 2 terms. She has served as 
state music chair and will serve on the Rules 
Committee in the next biennium. She is 
currently the recording secretary for 
Anchorage Area Council. Gretchen feels that 
the biggest plus of Delta Kappa Gamma is 
the support of fellow educators and the 
networking connections at various levels 
within the organization. Hats off to our 
wonderful Gretchen, a valued member of 
Eta. 

Calling all authors and artists! 
Please check out the DKG 

Gallery of Fine Arts and submit 
your images, poetry, or essays. 
Next submission date for your 

artistic works is January 1 - 
February 1, 2016. Be part of this 

DKG on-line publication and 
share your creative works with 
all DKG members. Visit the site 

at www.dkg.org, On the bottom, 
Contact us/ Arts & Humanities 

Jury/  It's a quick 10-step 
process to submit your work.

Have you been a Delta Kappa 
Gamma member for a year or 
more? Are you working on an 
educational endorsement, 
certification, or graduate degree? 
Beta Gamma State may have 
money for you. Apply for the 
Alaska Beta Gamma State 
Scholarship by March 1, 2016. 
The details and application are on 
the State website. The scholarship 
will be awarded at the State 
Conference in April.

who wants to sign up and pay the registration. 
The School has two paid employees who work a 
total of less than 40 hours per week, and it exists 
on class fees, donations (it's a 501(c)3 
organization), and volunteers. (see http://
thefolkschoolfairbanks.org to learn more). 
 We met in the dining area for a 
presentation by John Mantei, one of the 
founders of The Folk School Fairbanks, then 
had yummy snacks from the kitchen before 
going over Theta Chapter business.

http://thefolkschoolfairbanks.org
http://thefolkschoolfairbanks.org
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NU CHAPTER NEWS 

"SAVE THE DATE" 
Nu Chapter is pleased to announce that preparations for our Beta Gamma State 2016 Workshop are 
in full swing. Friday evening April 15, 2016, we will gather in Eagle River at the Microtel Hotel for 
Registration and an appetizer Reception. The rest of the night we invite you to do some shopping, go 
out to dinner, relax and visit with friends. 

Saturday morning, April 16, 2016 we will begin with some awesome leadership training, enjoy 
creative moments in several sectionals, celebrate Founder's Day, install new local Chapter officers, 
share a yummy luncheon, be entertained, savor a delicious evening meal, and visit more while 
"strengthening /growing the sisterhood “. 

 This might be a good time to start looking for reasonable fares to Anchorage. 
We look forward to sharing a spectacular weekend with you 

April 15th -16th, 2016 in Eagle River.

BETA CHAPTER NEWS 
Beta Educational Scholarship Foundation will soon celebrate a year since its germination in the 
minds of four of our Beta Chapter members in the backseat of a Subaru, as we met to discuss the 
concept of obtaining non-profit status for our chapter. We thought if contributors could “write-off” 
their donations, we might be able to attract more and larger gifts to our chapter and not rely solely on 
our new members. We met in a parking lot for this meeting in my car, which was new and still clean 
and dog-hair-free. While the meeting arrangements might sound a little clandestine, it was simply a 
quick alternative to a coffee house that was too noisy. From the car we called Evelyn Barron in 
Texas, put her on speaker-phone, and peppered her with questions. She had previously set up a 
successful non-profit organization for her chapter and she was extremely helpful. 

By the end of December, we had our non-profit status. Like new shoes, it has taken a little effort to 
find the best fit, that is, how this new status fits into the way our chapter does its business. But we 
are already finding that we are able to access more funding opportunities being a non-profit. We 
pulled in $100 from the Walk for Charity, $87 from Fred Meyers Community Rewards with only 8 
members enrolled, $200 in matching funds from Madden Real Estate, and another $1150 from Beta 
members wanting a tax deduction. All of this was only available to non-profit groups. So we are on 
our way. Not bad work from the back seat of a car. 

You can find more information about Beta Educational Scholarship Foundation at our new website 
www.betafoundation.weebly.com

http://www.betafoundation.weebly.com/
http://www.betafoundation.weebly.com/
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L to R: Nu members Clea Loudermilk, Tanya Beck, Kathy Adamich, Mary Vaught, 
Barbara Kovarik, Julie Hargraves 
"Grow Where You Are Planted” 

DKG publication, Collegial Exchange 

The first issue of the new DKG publication, Collegial Exchange, will arrive in members’ mailboxes 
at the end of November 2015. More than 40 submissions were received for this inaugural issue, 
which is currently in production. 

The Collegial Exchange complements the familiar DKG Bulletin: International Journal for 
Professional Educators. While the Journal focuses on academic, scholarly, and research-based 
articles, the Exchange features practice-based articles and creative work. Categories for submissions 
to the Exchange include classroom and DKG practices and programs; viewpoints on current issues; 
personal reflections or anecdotes; inspirational pieces; biographies and interviews; book and 
technology reviews; and poetry or other creative expressions. 

The next deadline for submitting articles to the Exchange is December 15, 2015. Information about 
submitting to the Journal and the Exchange may be found on the Editorial Board page of dkg.org at 
https://www.dkg.org/editorial-board. All submissions should be sent to bulletin@dkg.org.  

The mission for both publications is to “promote the professional and personal growth of members 
through publication of their writings.” A PowerPoint presentation, Writing for Publication, is posted 
as a resource on the editorial board page. For additional information or assistance, members should 
contact Bulletin editor and Communications & Publicity liaison Judy Merz, also at 
bulletin@dkg.org.
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OMICRON CHAPTER NEWS 

Omicron photo August 2015 
Front row: Rita Pfenninger, Kendall Dellasperanza, MoWilkinson, 

Melon Purcell, Monica Stockburger 
Second row: Sue Brass, Daisy Lee Bitter, Mary Sanders, Ceil Manchester, 

Rebecca Paul, Gloria Hensen 
Back row: Karen Murdock, Shirlie Gribble, Debbie Piper, Milli Martin, Lorraine Murphy, Pat Wise, 

Sharon Thompson, Beth Trowbridge, Amy Budge extraordinaire, Ester Ashment, Joanna Greene

 Omicron Chapter in Homer continues to initiate new members each year. Our final meeting 
in the spring was joyous with laughter and joy in celebrating summer. We also had a fun time when 
Pat, Esther, Amy, Becky and Monica read a delightful skit commemorating our original founders of 
DKG International. Most recently, we held our meeting at Ageya Wilderness Center. We had a 
wonderful selection of autumn dishes along with a presentation of all the educational activities the 
Center has to offer youth throughout Alaska.  This year our school backpack project gave out 80 
packs filled with school supplies through the Homer Food Pantry. Students were able to begin the 
school year ready to learn and ready to grow through the project with our own Karen Murdock as 
the coordinator.
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DKG's Inaugural Trip to England, Scotland & Ireland 
July 18 - 29, 2016 

Find more information at www.dkg.grouptoursite.com

12 days 
Journey from England’s 
cosmopolitan capital to Edinburgh, 
where the city streets have been 
declared masterpieces of urban 
planning. Then, pass through the 
Lake District and Wales en route to 
the Emerald Isle, where you’ll grab 
a pint (or a few) with Dubliners 
before making your way through the 
beyond-scenic Ring of Kerry and 
Cliffs of Moher. 
London, England; Edinburgh, 
Scotland; Cheshire, England; 
Dublin, Ireland County; Kerry, 
Ireland; Limerick, Ireland

More Dates to 
Remember 

December 1, 2015 
Leadership Training in Austin, TX 

Golden Gift Applications Due 

March 13 - 16, 2016 
National Legislative Seminar 

April 15 - 16, 2016 
Alaska State Workshop 

Eagle River, AK 

July 5 - 9, 2016 
International Convention 
Gaylord Opryland Resort  

& Convention Center 
Nashville, Tennessee 

June 25 – July 1, 2017 
Northwest Regional Conference 

Spearhead, South Dakota 

http://www.dkg.grouptoursite.com
http://www.dkg.grouptoursite.com
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The Gaylord Opryland Resort & Convention Center is massive, as 
shown to us in Dr. Lyn’s video invitation played for the Presidents at 
our training in Regina! (Find her on the DKG home page by clicking 
the Nashville Invitation logo) It appears to be a week we won’t want 
to miss.   W H Y ? ? ?   Here are the TOP TEN things you can do ONLY 
in Nashville!! 

1. Hit The Hall—Visit the Country Music Hall of Fame and Museum. 
2. Ride The Row—Take a tour of Music Row and the RCA Studio B.  
3. Visit The Home of the Greek Gods—a full-scale reproduction of 

the Parthenon in Centennial Park. 
4. Take in a Songwriters-In-The-Round Show at several clubs all 

over town. 
5. Outdoor Concerts 
6. Nashville’s Newest Sounds 
7. Take a Timeless Journey—The Ryman Auditorium 
8. Salute—Three U.S. Presidents called Tennessee home. 
9. Visit Honky-Tonk Highway 

10. Special Events—Planned for the 4th of July celebration and more! 

Bring a spouse, a friend, a relative - this should be one exciting time!

INTERNATIONAL CONVENTION IN NASHVILLE, TENNESSEE   JULY 5 - 9, 2016 
PLAN TO ATTEND!


